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Sovereignty 8uggles in Northeast IndigVhere aréd'hey Going?

(The write up published here is the paper presented by M. S. Prabhakara on the Six#h Aranban

Awaiting - a light at the
end of the tunnel

Man, having the ability to judge and to arrange
for alternatives, have taken the shortest road to
development and progress. The unique gift of
mental superiority over every living creature on
the planet is what enables him to dominate and
distinguish himself from every other creature
inspite of the frailties and physical shortcomings.
We take pride, and rightly so, in the fact that we
can, and are still pushing ourselves to overcome
the physical and mental restraints and limits. Yet
ever so often, there comes a time when the
collective conscience of a society seems to stop
working, taken over by the wave of opinions and
mob behavior.

One such instance is the period running up to
elections for choosing our representatives to the
government. In fact, at present, the state is
witnessing an increasing undeclared war of words
with various political bigwigs starting to warm up
with insinuations and counter blames for the state
of affairs of the society, while highlighting their
trumped up ideologies and deceptively believable
assurances of progress and development. It seems
unlikely that most of these old players remember
being in the driving seat once, but with the
absence of the foresight and impetus to carry out
the promises they are doling out now.

Given the fact that there is a constraint of
resources, both financial and infrastructure with
the state government, it is of great concern when
the people in power are still hell-bent on pilfering
these limited resources for themselves without the
least consideration or remorse, leading the public
to start questioning the motive and the seemingly
earnest efforts of the government to develop the
state which is evidently enjoying certain perks
and assistances from the central Government due
to its underdeveloped status.

The state is yet to see a radical change in the
system of governance with emphasis on
transparency and efficiency. The various promises
and agendas which were pushed on the face of
the public during the election campaigns have been
shelved for good, until the next one. On the other
hand, a majority of us have cheapened ourselves
by offering up our suffrage to the highest bidder.
To cover up its shortcomings and deficiencies
behind the excuse of a less than perfect world is
nothing short of shirking its responsibility and a
ploy to steal the riches and benefits meant for the
public. What the public wants is a government
that has the gumption to take calculated risks and
pave new ways to initiate development and
accelerate progress, one which can translate the
aspirations of the people into concrete works and
utilize the available resources efficiently. A
Government more accessible to the common man
which can expedite its development activities and
which can effectively control and motivate its
employees will surely win favors from the public.
The present Government should realize that the
increasingly informed public is getting restive for
change and growth, and only those who have shown
to deliver on their promises will endure. “To follow
imperfect, uncertain, or corrupted traditions, in
order to avoid erring in our own judgment, is but
to exchange one danger for another”- Richard
Whately, English rhetorician, logician, economist,
and theologian.
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number of dogs and puppies having aign of acculturation and absorption. Iconsolidation of what is officially probably equally serious moves to secure
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Burma and, with greater feeling of identity assertions, separatism disintegration of the Federal Republicthen known as Rajputana. The case of
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though they were very much Indianfrom the history of the land and theof independence by three constituensovereignty aspirations were present in
citizens. He spoke glowingly of the memories of its people. However, Irepublics of the Federation, Sloveniathe most unlikely cases like the State of
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in KabawValley. He even dered to take  Indian State, which is after all a merethe developments in Montenegro inthese arose only because of the unique
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After | gave up teaching in Decemberterm. It is within that framework that | Varieties of Separatism Indeed, though not as straightforward
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and joined The Hindu in June 1983, Istruggles in the region and the issueacademic discussion, of the problems cfbout the loss of real or imagined
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confess, | have shamelessly plagiarisetie diminished in any manner, Nor do llarger context of the Indian state that the past cannot come back. For instance,
from my writings while writing this wantto live in an India where my fellow referred to earlier is not unique to thesince my return to Karnataka a little over
essay) from one of my more recentindians too feel diminished, as ispeople of this region. One of the oldest year ago | have sometimes sensed a
articles, “Insurgencies in Manipur: undoubtedly the case with many peopleeparatist movements in the countrycorresponding sense of alienation vis-a-
Politics and Ideology”The Hindu, 28  in the region who do feel, due to variousgoing well back into the years beforevis ‘India’, a resentment against the
January2010): historical circumstances so diminishedjndependence, is the so-called Dravidiadominant presence of non-Kannadigas
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returns humbled. This has been the casfr it is arrogance?) assert that they arsuperficially seeming to be inspired byin crucial sectors of the economy (like
since my first visit to Manipur in the Indians. anti-Brahmin, anti-Hindi and anti ‘North the IT sector) among the ‘indigene’ of
late 1960s, long before becoming awhen | arrived in Guwahati in Januarylndia’ sentiments but with profound Karnataka. One has only to read the
journalist. Active insugency was not 1962 to join the Guwahati University economic and cultural dimensions. Thiskannada language press and even more
even on the horizon then though somelid not knowAssamese or any other has had many fshootsApart from the so, the numerous Kannada blogs, to
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1, the undersignedlangbam Ibetombi Deviof Keishamthong Elangbary
leikai, Imphal, PS Imphal, District- Imphefest, Manipur do hereb
declare that, | have wholly renounced, relinquished and aband
the use of old nam@h. Ongbi Ibetombi, as | have assumed my ne
nameElangbam Ibetombi Devi.

Sd/-

resentment against ‘India’ was evidentlanguage spoken in NE India. Though DMK, and theAIADMK, the two sense such sentiments. While the special
Between 1983 and mid-1994 (when lacquired a working knowledge of ‘natural parties’ of government in circumstances relating to Manipsir
moved to JohanneslyiSouttAfrica) | Assamese towards the end of my fisfamilnadu, there are several other cloneannexation/accession to the Union of
visited the state at lease once every yeatint in Guwahati (January 1962-of this mindset occupying significant India didnot obtain in the princely state
n — more than once during some years. liDecember 1975) and that knowledge hagolitical space in the state even nowof Mysore, in some perspectives the
the last eight years [that is, between 2008lightly improved over the years, | still Separatism itself may now be a dormantore’ of the State of Karnataka, there
onagd 2010] | have returned four [actuallyhave only a ‘working knowledge’, a sentiment, but even at the suggestion afoes exist a peculiar and quite unjustified
w five] times. The feelings of inadequacy euphemism that conceals the reality o& possible threat tdamil ‘national’ nostalgia about the stasefeudal past,
to confront and understand the complexgnorance of the languag&o some interests like the dispute over the sharingven its colonial past as in Bangalore where
situation in Manipur, the whys and extent, as is the case with many whof the waters of the Kaveri, for instancethe word ‘colonial’ especially in relation
wherefores of the insurgencies (the plurahave Assamese, | can follow a bit of these assert themselves forcing even the urban architecture has acquired

Elangbam Ibetombi Devi
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is advisedly used), the resilience of theBangla. But of the other numerousso-called national parties to follow suit.connotations of beautyromance,
ordinary people whose amazing creativédanguages spoken in this region | knowrhough the Dravidian parties in Indiaelegance, even chivajthough when this
energies thrive in the midst of all the nothing. This is certainly the case withhave more or less given up on thespast is stretched farther back to cover the
pain and violence manifest in every walkManipuri, under whatever aspirations in terms of practical politics,regimes of HydeAli and Tippu Sultan,

of life, has only increased. nomenclature. the vastTamil Diaspora with rich also feudal, other passions and anxieties
| am not posturing with false modesty;| have thus the most superficialmaterial and intellectual resources stilprevail. In other words, separatist
there are rational grounds for this sensgournalistic understanding of currentcherishes fantasies of some kind of aspirations from within the component
of inadequacyl stopped reporting on a events and developments in this statsovereigrifamil state that would include units of a constituted state are not unique.
day to day basis on developments irgathered from English languagethe Tamil speaking areas of Sri Lanka, ( To be contd. tomorrow)




